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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
A belated ‘Happy New Year’ to you all and what a way to start 2021. 
 
As you will be aware, we have now entered ‘Lockdown 3’ and as such places have been offered to all pupils 
should they wish to have provision.  For information 31% of families have taken up the offer of a place.  This is 
more than during ‘Lockdown 1’.  Although I want to see all of our pupils back in school the advice is still 
wherever possible ‘stay at home’.  The pace of the current infection rate in our area gives me great cause for 
concern and I do not believe that it is possible to put enough safeguards in place to safely have all children back 
in school at this present time. 
 
In addition, many of the Education Unions have been advising their members that it is unsafe to return to 
school under Section 44 and 100 of the Employment Rights Act 1996. Indeed, any member of staff, regardless 
of being in a union can exercise this right. This means they deem the workplace unsafe and that this is 
particularly pertinent amid concerns about the new Covid-19 variant. As an employer we currently have no 
evidence to refute this. Covid-19 cases have shown increases in infection rates since before Christmas and are 
still rising.   
 
Unfortunately, some staff are unable to attend work as they are either isolating or have themselves got 
caring/childcare responsibilities.  Therefore, we do not have enough staff to ensure the safe return of all pupils.  
As such, and in line with other special schools, we have adopted a similar system to the one we had in March 
last year where fewer places are available.  This will of course be reviewed on a weekly basis. 
 
I very much apologise for the inconvenience this will undoubtedly cause for many families, but I will always 
have the safety of your children and my staff team at the centre of any decisions I take. These are extraordinary 
times and I want to ensure that I can make our environment as safe as possible for everyone.  
 
Finally, I am once again asking for your patience and support under these increasingly challenging 
circumstances. You have given so much this year and I hope that you can help support us to get this right for 
everyone. I hope that we are able to work together to find a way through this unprecedented national crisis 
that we all find ourselves in again. 
 
The website has been updated and hopefully is easy for you to navigate in terms of remote learning activities 
for those of you who are not able to be in school at this time. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
S Holden 
Headteacher 


