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 Monday 14 December 2020     
 
Dear Parents/ Carers, 
 
I do hope this letter finds you well.  Firstly, I would like to say thank you for working with us from September until 
now to ensure that we stay as COVID secure as we possibly can.  Our ‘bubbles’ appear to have worked and although 
slightly restrictive for the pupils, as they are unable to move freely through the school, it has made sure that our 
pupils remain safe within this environment. 
 
In Worcestershire, we have not seen an increase in infection rates amongst children and young people. In fact, at 
this point, our infection rates for this group has reduced.   
 
Public Health England Update 
As you will probably already know, PHE have advised a change in the self-isolation rules. The period has changed 
from 14 days to 10 days with effect from today (Monday 14th December). 
 
Worcestershire Children’s First have also asked me to advise you of the following:  
 

• If your child is symptomatic on the 19th or 20th December, please arrange for immediate testing and inform the 
school ASAP if the result is positive.  Please can you e-mail office@pitcheroak.worcs.sch.uk and we will be able 
to then take action and identify ‘close contacts’ in order to advise them to self-isolate. 

 

• Pupils who have COVID-19 symptoms starting on 19th or 20th December will need to inform school immediately 
if they have a subsequent positive test date up to and including 25th December 2020.  

 

• Pupils and staff who develop COVID-19 symptoms and test positive on or after 00.01hrs on Monday 21st 
December will NOT need to inform the school but will be required to self-isolate for 10 days and their close 
contacts will be identified through the national Contact Tracing Service (CTS). There will be no action for the 
school. 

 

• Pupils and staff who will need to continue their self-isolation into the new term should inform the school of their 
absence in the usual way. 

 

• WCF would like to remind Parents and Carers that under no circumstances should any pupil or staff member 
return to school if they are exhibiting any COVID-19 symptoms (however minor) or are unwell in any other way. 
They should arrange for a test and inform the school. 

 
Many thanks once again, for your on-going support and I wish you and your families a peaceful Christmas and New 
Year period. 
 
Yours sincerely  

 
S. Holden 
Headteacher 
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