
  

 

 

Pitcheroak School 
 

Use of the Pupil Premium in 2020/21 
 

Pupil Premium allocation, use and impact on attainment 

Number of pupils and pupil premium grant (PPG) received 2020/21 

Total number of pupils on roll based on January ’20 census 156 

Total number of pupils eligible for PPG 57 

Total number of pupils eligible for PPG who are LAC/ PLAC 8 

Total number of pupils who are Service Children (Ever 6) 1 

Amount of PPG received per pupil 

£1,345 per Primary Child  

(24 x Children) 

 

£955 per Secondary Child  

(32 x Children)  

 

£310 per Service Child  

(1 x child)   

LAC funding 

£500 per term per 

Birmingham LAC child  

(3 x children) 

 

£700 per term WCC LAC child 

(4 x children) 



 
 

Nature of support 2020/21 against planned use of the Pupil Premium Grant  

Cognition and Learning Difficulties/Communication Difficulties 

Pupil Premium Goods (individual spend) 

Estimated costs- £16,000 

Communication Lead 

Estimated costs- (absorbed by school) 

Progress to date Impact  Further Actions 

Class teachers are encouraged 
to purchase appropriate 
resources for individuals to 
close any gaps in learning. 
Resources have been 
purchased to support the 
achievement of IEP targets and 
to ensure sensory integration 
needs are met and thus pupils 
are ready to learn.  

 

 
 

There was a 43% decrease in 

negative behaviour incidents in 

school between April 2020- 

April 2021, compared to the 

same period the previous year 

(1024 incidents compared to 

442). This indicates that 

personalised resources and 

approaches are increasing 

pupil engagement whilst 

periods of de-regulation have 

decreased. This may also be in 

part due to COVID-19 and 

school closures. 

To continue to spend a 
percentage of each pupils PP 
to purchase personalised 
resources to support IEP target 
development and to ensure 
sensory needs are consistently 
met in school. All purchases to 
be authorised by the Assistant 
Headteacher.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

The communication lead has 
taught across the school as 
planned, to model best 

In a recent Speech and 

Language Therapy (SaLT) input 

questionnaire, 72% of 

To continue to model best 
practice and ensure that there 
is a relevant training 

PLAC funding  

Schools also received up to 

£2,245 for each pupil 

identifies in the spring school 

census as having left local-

authority care for 1 of the 

following reasons; 

• Adoption 

• A special 

guardianship order 

• A residence order  

(1 x child) 

Total amount of PPG received excluding LAC funding £64,105 



 
 

practice communication 
strategies. The communication 
lead has worked alongside the 
Assistant Headteacher to 
identify training needs for staff 
and to ensure appropriate 
training has been delivered.  

 

teacher’s commented that 

they felt confident in delivering 

SaLT strategies to individual 

pupils, prior to the additional 

training provided in the most 

recent lockdown. The 

following training has been 

delivered to staff since April 

2020: 

• Singalong  

• Communication 

Receptive and 

Expressive language 

• Colourful semantics 

• Communication - 

Generalisation  

• Communication - 

attention and listening 

Staff feedback has been 

positive from the training 

provided. For example, from 

the attention and Listening 

training 96% of staff members 

agreed or strongly agreed that 

they ‘enjoyed and welcomed 

the training’. Comments 

included: 

“I really enjoyed it- thank you.” 

“I thought it was excellent 

really enjoyed it.” “It was nice 

to have the chance to have 

conversations with other 

professionals.”  

programme in place that 
ensures staff training needs 
are met. Signalong training to 
be delivered virtually 
throughout the summer term. 
Communication lead to record 
best practice videos to share 
with staff during future 
training. Communication lead 
to develop an effective system 
for ensuring communication 
resources are shared and used 
throughout t school. 

 

Independent skills 

iPads/laptops 

Estimates costs- £8,000 

Enrichment Activities 

Estimated costs - £2,500 

Progress to date Impact  Further Actions 



 
 

All PP pupils in KS4 now have 
either an iPad or laptop for use 
at home.  
 
 
 

All pupils were able to access 
remote learning if they did not 
attend school during 
Lockdown 3. All pupils are still 
on track to achieve their 
accreditation. 

Extend this to KS3. 
 
 
 
 
 

Unfortunately, due to COVID-
19 and the school’s Risk 
Assessment, pupils have been 
unable to access any 
enrichment activities during 
2020-21 (April- April).  
 

Despite not being able to carry 
out any enrichment visits, the 
number of negative behaviour 
incidents has significantly 
decreased. Notably 49 of our 
PP pupils had 5 or less negative 
incidents during this period, 
with 19 pupils having no 
negative incidents at all.   
Attendance data is difficult to 
compare to last year due to 
the impact of the 3 national 
Lockdowns since April 2020. 
Attendance for PP pupils 
during this period was 70.84% 
compared to 75.93% for the 
whole school. 

Resume a broad enrichment 
programme, that supports 
curriculum work and develops 
confidence and independence 
skills, as soon as is safe to do 
so. Ensure there is clear 
differentiation between the 
opportunities provided for 
different cohorts of young 
people. Continue to evaluate 
enrichment visits. Develop 
opportunities for pupils to 
reflect on the learning 
intention of the activity as well 
and whether they achieved 
their outcomes. 

 

Engagement of learners 

After School clubs 

Estimated costs - £5,000 (costs absorbed by Midland Mencap) 

Progress to date Impact  Further Actions 

Unfortunately, due to COVID-
19 and the school’s Risk 
Assessment, pupils have been 
unable to access any after 
school clubs during 2020-21 
(April- April). 

 When safe to do so, continue 
to offer a wide range of after 
school clubs, with teaching 
assistants delivering these and 
using staff specialist subjects 
or areas of interest. Continue 
to take into consideration the 
clubs that pupils would like to 
see being offered and 
prioritise PP pupils for these 
clubs. 

 



 
 

Hard to reach families 

Educational welfare package 

Estimated costs - £188 

Progress to date Impact  Further Actions 

EWO support in place; termly 
meetings with school 
leadership to support 
attendance issues. 

Attendance data for this year is 
difficult to compare to last 
years, due to the impact of the 
3 national Lockdowns since 
April 2020. Attendance for PP 
pupils during this period was 
70.84% compared to 75.93% 
for the whole school. 

SLT to continue to discuss 
attendance issues with EWO 
on a termly basis and agree 
actions/ support needed.  

 

Mental Health Issues 

Therapies 

Estimated costs - £25,000 

Progress to date Impact  Further Actions 

Additional therapies have been 
provided for individual pupils, 
including music, drama and 
play therapy. Therapy sessions 
have been accessed by 
targeted individuals, groups of 
pupils, as well as family 
sessions when required. Pupils 
are referred internally for such 
services with a clear rationale 
and desired outcome for the 
referral. PP pupils are 
prioritised for these therapy 
sessions. Pupils have also had 
access to our ‘well-being 
councillor’ for additional 
support in school when 
required.  

83% of pupils that received 
music therapy were PP, 83% of 
pupils that received drama 
therapy were PP and 100% of 
pupils that received play 
therapy were PP. All therapists 
provide termly reports, as well 
as meeting with the Assistant 
Headteacher to discuss 
progress and next steps for 
individual pupils in their 
therapy sessions.  
100% of teachers who taught 
pupils receiving play therapy, 
indicated they felt pupils had 
made positive improvements 
in relation to the initial 
concerns and reasons for 
referral. 75% of teachers who 
taught pupils receiving music 
therapy, also indicated that 
they felt pupils had made 
positive improvements in 
relation to the initial concerns 
and reasons for referral.    

Continue to provide access to 
additional therapies through 
the internal referral system. 
The Assistant Headteacher to 
continue to work alongside the 
therapists to evaluate pupil 
progress on a termly basis, 
seeking and sharing teacher 
feedback as part of this 
process. The Assistant 
Headteacher to work closely 
with the therapists to review 
and prioritise referrals 
received and jointly decide 
which therapy will be most 
beneficial.   

 

 

 



 
 

Sensory impairment – CLDD 

Outdoor gym equipment 

Estimated costs – £15,000 (£10,000 from PP, £5,000 absorbed by school) 

Progress to date Impact  Further Actions 

Installation of the new outdoor 
gym equipment and surfacing 
is commencing during the 
Easter holidays 2021. The total 
cost of the project is £8,975 
and is being funded using 
Sports Premium. 

Pupils will have access to 
larger outdoor gym equipment 
which will improve health and 
fitness, as well as a providing 
further opportunities for 
sensory input for those pupils 
requiring this. 

Evaluate impact of new 
equipment once installed.  

 

 

Pupil Outcomes April 2020-April 2021 

Individual tracking grids for PP pupils are available upon request from the school office.  
 
Please note, schools were not required to publish exam and assessment results from the academic 
year 2019-2020 as these have not been published as performance measures by the Secretary of 
State. Progress was assessed using the school's assessment tool, SOLAR, up until the time of school 
closure on 20.03.2020. No further teacher assessment data was entered for the school year 
September 2019 - July 2020.  


