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 Monday 29 March 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
I am writing to share with you one or two updates that are important at this stage in the academic year. 
 
LPPA 
I always like to start with some good news and the best news last week was that we have successfully 
achieved the ‘Leading Parent Partnership Award’ for a second time.  Thank you so much to the parents that 
helped the assessor with the decision-making process. 
 
Tree of Praise 
As part of the LPPA initiative, we would like to invite parents/carers to share the achievements of your 
child/ren and what they do well at home.  Our first leaf has now been completed and placed onto the ‘Tree 
of Praise’ and we hope that this idea will really take off.  Well done to Finley on his baking successes 
recently. 
  

  
 
Pitcheroak Fun Day 
We have had one whole year of COVID, and we need positive things to look forward to.  We have recently 
had two families who have organised fund-raising events for Pitcheroak School.  With these funds we 
would like to hold a family fun day on the Sports Field (hopefully in the Summer Term) when we can get 
together and enjoy being in each other’s company again without restriction.  And yes, before you ask, 
sponges will be at the ready for the ‘throw a sponge at the teacher’ stocks. 
 
Changes to the leadership structure 
I am delighted to be able to report that Jo Hooper has successfully been appointed as an Assistant 
Headteacher at Pitcheroak and will commence her new role after the Easter holidays.  This will mean that 
there will be a few staff changes in some classes.  
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Headteacher:  Ms Sheila Holden 
Willow Way 
Batchley, Redditch 
Worcestershire                                                                                                                                                
B97 6PQ 
 
Tel: 01527 65576 
Fax: 01527 67845 
Email: office@pitcheroak.worcs.sch.uk 

  Lesley Noke will go into 2JH for the remainder of the year and  

 Ellena Hobbs will go into 3LN. 
 

From September 2021 there will no Heads of Department at Pitcheroak as we are moving towards a 
leadership structure of Primary and Secondary with departments being absorbed into either of those 
phases. Holly Townsend and Jo Hooper will oversee the phases. 
 
Flexible Learning Centre 
I would be really interested to find out if any parents/carers have any vocational skills that may be useful 
for our new post 16 vocational pathway from September 2021.  I would like to hear from you if you have 
any specialist skills (e.g., hairdressing, animal care, gardening, makeup, swimming, bicycle repair etc).  It is 
our intention to offer a bespoke personalised offer for a small group of independent learners in their final 
year at Pitcheroak; so, if you think you have some suitable skills then please get in touch. 
 
COVID-19 
Since the full re-opening of our school in March 2021 we have had to close two bubbles and we are 
grateful for the support that parents/carers have provided when asked to keep children at home.  Since 
then, we have received a few calls from concerned parents who are understandably worried about sending 
their children back to school.  The government have confirmed that pupils should be in school unless they 
have been instructed to stay at home.  We are encouraging all children, staff and visitors coming into 
school to thoroughly wash their hands and re-iterate ‘Catch it, Bin it, Kill it’ message.  We ask that both 
before and after school that you keep your distance from any other parents/carers and keep contact with 
our staff to a minimum, to prevent the spread of this virus 
 
Curriculum Changes from September 
As a school we are constantly evaluating the quality of our provision and as such we have decided to make 
a few changes to the school day for the new academic year and these include the following: 

 1 x additional session of physical activity timetabled each day  

 A reduction to the length of the lunch period from 60 mins to 40 mins 

 1 x additional playtime in the afternoon of 15 mins 

 1 x focussed lesson on communication, language and literacy each day  

 1 x additional consultation evening in July to 'meet the new Teacher' to aid with transition. 
 
As always, I value the support you give to the school and appreciate the way in which we work together to 
secure the best outcomes for your child. Any questions please do not hesitate to get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
S Holden 
Headteacher 


