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Subject Content 

Early years and Key stage 1 will develop their understanding and use of language through 

exploration of different texts which fall under the topics of; Look at me, A splash of colour, In 

my garden, Walking through the jungle and Under the sea. Where appropriate, pupils will be 

introduced to ‘Jolly phonics’ and the ‘Letters and Sounds’ phonics scheme.  

Key Stage 2 will study a range of texts linked to their topics of Weather, Fire and Ice, Space, 

Growth and Change, Health and Fitness and the Seaside. These texts will include Poetry, 

Information texts, Personal recounts, Media and Moving images and Stories with familiar 

settings. Key Stage 2 students will also follow the Letters and Sounds phonics scheme where 

appropriate.  

Key Stage 3 will study; Imaginary Worlds, Historical Stories and War Poetry, Narratives, 

Instructional texts, Shakespeare and Myths and Legends.  

Pupils on the Aspect Specific Curriculum across Key Stages 2 and 3 will primarily focus on 

developing their communication and language skills, and will be encouraged to explore stories 

and texts using a range of sensory resources.  

14 – 19 provision – OCNWM in English Entry level 1, 2, 3.  Topics covered include: Following 

Instructions, Speaking and Writing. The Aspect Specific groups will be working towards ASDAN 

Personal Progress. Courses may include ‘Developing Reading, Writing and Communication 

Skills’ and ‘Engaging with Sensory Stories’.  

Intent 

At Pitcheroak School we aim to; 

▪ To develop our cross departmental links in order to further improve our standards in 
Literacy.  

▪ To ensure that all pupils achieve through our commitment to developing literacy at all 
levels including an Augmentative and Alternative Communication environment.  

▪ To ensure that students build on and develop English skills throughout their school lives 
and leave Pitcheroak as confident as they can be, within their reading, writing and 
communication skills.  

▪ To increase pupil’s self-esteem and ensure that every child has the opportunity to 
succeed, progress and fulfil their full potential 

▪ To develop a love of literature through widespread reading for everyone, and to enable 
children to read with understanding. 

▪ To develop competence in the use of ‘standard’ English. 
▪ To access a wide range of literature by providing opportunities to make valuable use of 

the school library and local libraries 



▪ To have opportunities to extend skills and improve development through the use of ICT 
▪ To help to acquire a wide vocabulary. 
▪ To develop and secure effective speaking and listening skills.  
▪ To support a love of literature by exploring books and stories using a range of sensory 

stimuli. 
Implementation 

Early Years Foundation Stage – children within this area of school follow the seven key areas 

including Communication and Language, and Literacy.  Within our Early Years department, 

children will be introduced to key basic skills within English.  They will experience a range of 

age appropriate texts and develop their confidence and skills in speaking and listening. Where 

necessary the children will use Sign-along, PECS and Communicate in print to aid their 

communication.  Children will start to mark make in their first steps to writing and will 

experience phonics and letter sound activities. 

Key Stage 2 – Pupils within these classes consolidate their learning from the Early years 

foundation stage and move onto developing and extending their skills by using Year 1 and 2 

objectives from the National curriculum which are split into specialised Pitcheroak Steps using 

our SOLAR assessment tool.  We follow these principles to ensure continuity and progression 

within these key stages.  Pupils will continue to follow a synthetic phonics programme and 

will develop further skills in group and individual reading, handwriting, speaking and listening. 

Pupils will use and experience a range of poetry, fiction and narrative texts. Pupils focus on 

one or two key texts per half term, using an early Talk for Writing approach in order to 

immerse pupils in the text. Some KS2 groups will also access the EYFS Commando Joe’s 

programme in conjunction with their English teaching and the T4W approach. Pupils cover a 

wide variety of genres with a specific focus each half term.  

Key Stage 3 – Pupils within this area of the school have demonstrated that they still require a 

supportive curriculum offering consolidation and development of skills taught within Key 

Stage 2.  Within this department, pupils are taught their English skills through cross-curricular 

experiences and develop skills from Year 2 & Year 3 as identified in the new National 

Curriculum but adapted into specialised Pitcheroak steps using our SOLAR assessment tool. 

Pupils continue to follow a Primary curriculum due to their need to continue with skills and 

build on what they already know in a successive manner.  Pupils have the opportunity to work 

with some texts from the Key Stage 3 reading list, but in a more relevant and appropriate 

programme. The Talk for Writing approach is continued with pupils building skills they have 

developed in Key Stage Two. There is more emphasis on the Innovation phase (teacher led) 

and Independent application (have ago) with students moving to the Invention phase 

(student choice) where appropriate.   

14-19 Progressing from Key Stage 3, the students within our 14 – 19 department embark on 

accredited courses including Entry Level English from the Open College Network West 

Midlands and ASDAN Personal Progress.  Depending on their levels as they leave Middle 



school will inform as to whether the students are working towards Entry Levels 1, 2 or 3. 

(Equating to National Curriculum Levels 1, 2 or 3) or ASDAN Personal Progress where units 

are personalised for each student.  During their time, students continue to work on their 

English skills in a way that is relevant to their lives post school.  They build on the key skills 

within English, such as reading signs and labels in shops and their everyday environments, 

they write for purpose and learn to fill in forms, write CV’s and letters and they develop their 

speaking and listening skills when learning to work with others and prepare for interviews. 

Aspect Specific 

Pupils in Key Stage 2 or 3 who are working on the Aspect Specific Curriculum will develop 

their early literacy skills during Communication sessions, and will be primarily assessed using 

the recently developed Pitcheroak Communication Steps as well as Fine Motor (Pitcheroak 

Alternative steps) when working towards early writing and mark making skills. Across 14-19 

students are assessed using SOLAR Alternative steps and ASDAN. Pupils are supported to 

develop early reading skills in ways that are appropriate and meaningful in relation to their 

level of development- teachers may use sensory stories, story massage and topical rhymes 

to engage pupils and support their learning. Pupils are provided with regular mark making 

opportunities in order to develop early writing skills, including write dance sessions, sensory 

trays and Funky fingers Pupils will also work towards Phase 1 of the Letters and Sounds 

programme, focusing on sound discrimination. 

Impact 

• Pupils in the Early Years Foundation Stage are assessed through the Early Years Foundation 

Stage Profile (EYFSP) on a continual basis throughout the pupil’s first year in education. 

Their learning and skills are recorded by use of note making, photographs, observations 

and any recordings appropriate to the pupil’s level.  Our pupils require a longer period of 

time to cover these areas and will continue to work on the EYFSP into Key Stage 1. 

• Pupils at the end of Year 1 and 2 will be entered for the Phonics Screening Check, where 

appropriate. 

• Pitcheroak works closely with speech and language team in order to further develop 

effective communication skills.  

•  Children are assessed using the Pitcheroak Steps in the SOLAR assessment tool which is 

used to monitor and track progress.  

• Phonics assessments are completed each term to monitor progress. This information 

guides reading and phonics grouping across lower and middle school.  

• Children have the opportunity to access a broad curriculum and range of experiences and 

an enriched curriculum.  

• Reading and Writing moderation takes place both internally and externally.   

• Reading and guided reading are prioritised across the school and every child and young 

person spends time reading and completing reading activities daily.  



• Every class has a focus text which supports the teaching of reading, writing and speaking 

and listening. 

• Students in 14-19 follow the OCN Qualification for Entry Level English or ASDAN Personal 

progress.  This is worked on and developed for the course of 5 years with pupils gaining an 

accreditation at the end of Year 11 or Year 14. BKSB (Basic and Key Skill Builder) is used to 

benchmark students at the start of the year.  

 


