
 

 

 

 

 

Early Years Handbook 

Our Philosophy 

At Pitcheroak School we have 5 key principles in our Early Years department which have 

been agreed by all staff: 

1. Happiness- happy, safe learners have better outcomes in school and in life. We try to 

ensure that all learning is stimulating and fun and that children’s emotional well-being is 

prioritised.  

2. Communication Friendly- language development underpins all learning in the Early 

Years and beyond. Providing a communication friendly environment is pivotal in children 

developing their speech, language and communication.  

3. Regulated- we understand that children in Early Years will need adults to help co-

regulate with them. Our goal is to provide children with the skills to be able to self-

regulate.  

4. Strong Relationships- children’s relationships shape the way they see the world and 

affect all areas of their development. When children feel safe and secure, they are more 

likely to have the confidence to explore the world around them.  

5. Grow and Reach Full Potential- our overall aim to support every child to grow and reach 

their full potential in school and life beyond.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Our Curriculum 

There are seven areas of learning and development that form the basis of our educational 

programme in Early Years. At Pitcheroak School we have a particular focus on developing 

skills within the 3 prime areas of:  

1. Communication and Language – It is crucial to give children opportunities to experience 

a language-rich environment; to develop their confidence and skills in expressing 

themselves and communicating with others; and to speak and listen in a range of 

situations.  

2. Personal Social and Emotional Development – PSED is crucial for children to lead 

healthy and happy lives. Children should be helped to develop a positive sense of 

themselves, and others; to form positive relationships and develop respect for others; to 

develop social skills and learn how to manage their feelings; to understand appropriate 

behaviour in groups; and to have confidence in their own abilities. Through adult 

modelling and support, children will learn how to look after their bodies, including 

healthy eating and how to manage their personal needs independently. 

3. Physical Development – Children will be provided with opportunities to develop their 

strength, co-ordination and positional awareness. Gross motor skills provide the 

foundation for developing healthy bodies and social and emotional well-being. Fine 

motor control and precision helps with hand-eye co-ordination, which is later linked to 

early literacy. 

We also develop knowledge and skills in the 4 specific areas of: 

1. Literacy – It is crucial for children to develop a life-long love of reading. Children will be 

given access to a wide range of reading materials (books, poems, and other written 

materials) to ignite their interest and will be read to on a daily basis. Reading consists of 

both language comprehension and word reading which is taught later. Children will be 

supported to link sounds and letters and to begin to read and write. Refer to the 

Reading and Writing Handbooks 2022 for more detailed information.   

2. Mathematics – developing a strong understanding of number is essential so that all 

children develop the necessary building blocks to excel mathematically. Children will be 

provided with opportunities to develop and improve their skills in counting, 

understanding and using numbers, calculating simple addition and subtraction 

problems; and to describe shapes, spaces, and measures. Children will be encouraged to 

look for patterns and relationships, spot connections and ‘have a go’, without a fear of 

making mistakes.  

3. Understanding the World - guiding children to make sense of their physical world and 

their community through opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, 

places, technology and the environment.  

4. Expressive Arts and Design - enabling children to explore and play with a wide range of 

media and materials, as well as providing opportunities and encouragement for sharing 



their thoughts, ideas and feelings through a variety of activities in art, music, movement, 

dance, role-play, and design and technology.  

Within Early Years at Pitcheroak School, the teachers plan activities around a termly topic of 

which there is a 3-year cycle. Planned activities encourage playing and exploring, active 

learning and creating and thinking critically which all help to support the children to be 

effective and motivated learners. We aim to give all children a wide variety of personalised 

experiences and activities both in school and the wider community.  

The Learning Environment  

Although the Early Years Framework does not specify a particular style of teaching, we 

recognise that play is a vital component of children’s lives and is an important way that skills 

are developed and practised. Play is essential for physical, intellectual, linguistic, emotional, 

and behaviour and social development. Children learn by leading their own play, and by 

taking part in play which is guided by adults. It is important to stimulate children’s interests, 

responding to their emerging needs and guiding their development through warm, positive 

interactions coupled with secure routines for play and learning.  

Outside learning also plays an important part in the Early Years. It enables us to promote a 

developing interest in the immediate environment. It encourages the use of a different 

range of resources and provides opportunities to extend the cross curricular work from 

indoors. It can provide interesting and exciting experiences and may stimulate the child’s 

curiosity about living things. An interest in the 

environment can result in an increase in a child’s self-

confidence, and skills learnt in these sessions are 

encouraged in everyday life. All children have the 

opportunity of spending time in our Forest School 

where they will be encouraged to experience and 

explore the natural environment. 

  



Assessment  

Assessment is at the heart of effective Early Years practice. It plays a vital role in ensuring 

parents, carers and staff recognise children’s levels of development and progress over time. 

Through ongoing assessment, staff will grow to understand children’s levels of achievement, 

interests and learning styles. They will then be able to plan relevant and appropriate 

learning experiences for each child. Assessment should not entail prolonged breaks from 

interactions with children, nor require excessive paperwork. 

We use a range of assessment tools within Early Years: 

1. Remark on the Remarkable- each classroom in the Early Years department will have a 

'Remark on the Remarkable' board. There is a class focus for each half term, reflecting 

each of the education programmes, excluding Communication and Language. As 

Communication is at the core of everything we do, reflections on learning linked to this 

should be made throughout the year.  

2. Class Learning Journey- each class in the Early Years department will have a class 

learning journey. At the end of the half term, any reflections on learning should be 

transferred to this as a record of learning and progress.   

3. Pupil Evidence Books- all pupils within the Early Years department should have an 

evidence book. This should include any work produced and photographic evidence. All 

work will have a clearly identified learning outcome and is marked using the 

Engagement Marking Scale, adapted from the Engagement Model.  

4. Assessment for Learning- if no work is produced during a lesson, it is still important to 

seek feedback from staff and record pupil progress. Assessment sheets are completed 

using the Engagement Marking Scale for. Each child in Early Years also has a reading and 

phonics record.  

5. SOLAR- SOLAR is out internal assessment tool. All the above should be used to inform 

teacher judgements about whether children are emerging/ developing/ secure against 

the SOLAR criteria. 

 

  



Working in Partnership 

At Pitcheroak School, we have a multi-agency approach. We understand how vital it is to 

work in close partnership with parents/carers and other professionals. From the start of 

your child’s journey with us, we will aim to keep you fully included in their education. We 

will communicate with you through electronic daily diaries and encourage parents/carers to 

attend events in school such as parents evenings, parent engagement events, coffee 

mornings and workshops.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


