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Definition  

Early Years refers to the period in a child’s life from birth to the end of Reception. In our school, 

Early Years refers to the time that a child spends in the Reception class until the end of Year Two.  

 

Rationale  

Children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates. The Early Years Foundation Stage 

(EYFS) is the statutory framework that sets the standards that all Early Years providers must meet to 

ensure that children learn and develop well and are kept healthy and safe. It promotes teaching and 

learning and gives children the broad range of knowledge and skills that provide the right 

foundation for good future progress through school and life. At Pitcheroak School it is the 

responsibility of the Early Years Practitioners to provide a total communication environment: to play 

an active part in developing, maintaining and assessing learning experiences of the highest quality, 

considering both children’s needs and achievements and the range of learning experiences that will 

help them make progress. The EYFS framework does not prescribe a particular teaching approach. 

Practitioners need to decide what they want children in their setting to learn, and  

the most effective ways to teach it. At Pitcheroak School we recognise that play is essential for 

children’s development and for building their confidence.   

 

Aims and Objectives  

At Pitcheroak School, we aim to provide a broad and enriching Early Years curriculum that is 

appropriate to our pupils’ age, level of understanding and needs. We aim to provide a safe, fun and 

caring environment, both inside and out in which all children can develop their individual 

personalities, talents and abilities.  

The objectives of the Early Years Foundation Stage are:  

• To understand that every child is an individual.  

• To help children develop their sense of identity as individuals but also as part of a group.  

• To help children to develop an awareness of others.  

• To help children to develop self-esteem and a sense of being valued.  

• To help children to develop skills and positive attitudes towards thinking, learning, self-

motivation and questioning.  

• To develop the skills to enable them to self-regulate. 

• To encourage children to take responsibility for their actions and encourage independence.  



• To provide a happy, safe and caring environment that enables children to learn how to play, 

work and co-operate with others.  

• To help children develop a knowledge and understanding of their environment by providing 

opportunities to investigate, explore and question. 

• To enable children to communicate effectively through the use of objects of reference, visual 

aids, signing, talking, listening, reading and writing.  

• To ensure continuity for every child.  

 

Curriculum  

Children will begin the EYFS curriculum at their nursery or preschool setting and some children may 

complete it by the end of Reception or Year One, while for others it may take longer.  

 

There are four guiding principles which shape our practice in the Early Years. These are  

1. A unique child - every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient, 

capable, confident and self-assured;  

2. Positive relationships - children learn to be strong and independent through positive 

relationships;  

3. Enabling environments - children learn and develop well in enabling environments, in which their 

experiences respond to their individual needs and there is a strong partnership between 

practitioners and parents and/or carers;  

4. Learning and Development - children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates. 

The framework covers the education and care of all children in early years provision, including 

children with special educational needs and disabilities.  

 

There are seven areas of learning and development that form the basis of our educational 

programme in the Early Years. At Pitcheroak School we have a particular focus on developing skills 

within the 3 prime areas of:  

1. Communication and Language – language development underpins all area of learning and 

development. It is crucial to give children opportunities to experience a language-rich 

environment; to develop their confidence and skills in expressing themselves and 

communicating with others; and to speak and listen in a range of situations.  

2. Personal Social and Emotional Development – PSED is crucial for children to lead healthy 

and happy lives. Children should be helped to develop a positive sense of themselves, and 



others; to form positive relationships and develop respect for others; to develop social skills 

and learn how to manage their feelings; to understand appropriate behaviour in groups; and 

to have confidence in their own abilities. Through adult modelling and support, children will 

learn how to look after their bodies, including healthy eating and how to manage their 

personal needs independently. 

3. Physical Development – Gross and fine motor experiences develop incrementally 

throughout early childhood. Children will be provided with opportunities to develop their 

strength, co-ordination and positional awareness. Gross motor skills provide the foundation 

for developing healthy bodies and social and emotional well-being. Fine motor control and 

precision helps with hand-eye co-ordination, which is later linked to early literacy. 

We also develop knowledge and skills in the 4 specific areas of: 

1. Literacy – it is crucial for children to develop a life-long love of reading. Reading consists of 

both language comprehension and word reading which is taught later. Children will be 

supported to link sounds and letters and to begin to read and write. Children will be given 

access to a wide range of reading materials (books, poems, and other written materials) to 

ignite their interest.  

2. Mathematics – developing a strong understanding of number is essential so that all children 

develop the necessary building blocks to excel mathematically. Children will be provided 

with opportunities to develop and improve their skills in counting, understanding and using 

numbers, calculating simple addition and subtraction problems; and to describe shapes, 

spaces, and measures. Children will be encouraged to look for patterns and relationships, 

spot connections and ‘have a go’, without a fear of making mistakes.  

3. Understanding the World - guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their 

community through opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, places, 

technology and the environment.  

4. Expressive Arts and Design - enabling children to explore and play with a wide range of 

media and materials, as well as providing opportunities and encouragement for sharing their 

thoughts, ideas and feelings through a variety of activities in art, music, movement, dance, 

role-play, and design and technology.  

All areas of learning and development are important and are inter-related.  

 



Within the Early Years at Pitcheroak School, the teachers plan activities around a termly topic. 

Planned activities encourage playing and exploring, active learning and creating and thinking 

critically which all help to support the children to be effective and motivated learners. We aim to 

give all children a wide variety of experiences and activities both in school and the wider 

community.  

 

Long term and medium term planning will identify the areas of learning and experiences to ensure 

that essential elements are prioritised. They provide an overview for the year and identify 

appropriate key objectives, contexts and activities which take account of children’s needs and 

previous experiences. Short term planning identifies specific learning experiences to ensure that 

tasks meet the differing needs of the children.  

 

Play based learning  

Play is a vital component of children’s lives and is an important way that skills are developed and 

practised. Play is essential for physical, intellectual, linguistic, emotional, and behaviour and social 

development. Children learn by leading their own play, and by taking part in play which is guided by 

adults. It is important to stimulate children’s interests, responding to their emerging needs and 

guiding their development through warm, positive interactions coupled with secure routines for  

play and learning. 

 

Principles of High Quality Play  

• Play is an intrinsic part of children’s learning and development.  

• Play has many possible but no prescriptive outcomes.  

• Play challenges children and offers them the chance to learn in breadth and depth.  

• Play draws on what children already know and can do and enables them to master what is 

new.  

• Play enables children to apply existing knowledge and to practise their skills.  

• Play encourages children to communicate with others as they investigate or solve problems.  

• Play offers children opportunities to explore feelings and relationships and to share ideas.  

• Play empowers children to make choices, to solve problems and to be independent in their 

learning.  

• Play encourages children to take risks.  

• Play can be supported and extended but not interfered with by adults.  



• Play presents no barriers to children because of their language, cultures, abilities or gender.  

 

Outside Learning  

The outside area plays an important part of the Early Years Curriculum. It enables us to promote a 

developing interest in the immediate environment. It encourages the use of a different range of 

resources and provides opportunities to extend the cross curricular work from indoors. It can 

provide interesting and exciting experiences and may stimulate the child’s curiosity about living 

things. An interest in the environment can result in an increase in a child’s self-confidence, and skills 

learnt in these sessions are encouraged in everyday life.  

 

The Outside Learning Environment will  

• Be safe, secure, welcoming and stimulating  

• Promote a positive self-image  

• Foster independent learning and play  

• Encourage children to challenge themselves  

• Maximise learning opportunities.  

 

All children have the opportunity of spending time in our Forest School where they will be 

encouraged to experience and explore the natural environment.  

 

Communication  

Pitcheroak School promotes a Total Communication approach to teaching and learning. Within Early 

Years, communication sessions are planned for and delivered to small groups on a daily basis, 

although communication is an integral part of the school day and is promoted in all lessons, 

whatever the specific focus may be. Children are supported to develop the following skills:  

• Turn taking  

• Attention  

• Sitting and listening  

• Social interaction 

• Memory  

• Receptive and expressive language (including making a choice) 



Staff promote a range of communication modes, including objects of reference, use of symbols and 

other visual aids, PECS and Signalong. Children will be encouraged to use their own preferred mode 

of communication.  

 

Assessment, Recording and Reporting  

At the end of the summer term, prior to the child starting school in September, a member of school 

staff may visit the children and their parents/carers in either their home or school environment. This 

is a valuable process giving staff the opportunity to meet the children and get to know them on an 

individual basis in their own environment where they feel comfortable and safe. Any queries or 

worries that parents/carers may have can be discussed. As part of the admissions process the school 

nurse is available to talk about health issues and can explain the school’s medical policy. It enables 

the relevant and appropriate medical forms to be explained and signed.  

 

The Reception Baseline Assessment (RBA) is a short assessment, taken in the first six weeks in which 

a child starts reception. Pupils will also be baselined on SOLAR, our internal assessment tool, against 

all areas of the EYFS curriculum. 

 

On-going assessment is an integral part of the learning and development process. Its purpose is to 

highlight success and achievement, as well as identifying areas that need further support. 

Assessment should not entail prolonged breaks from interaction with children, nor require excessive 

paperwork. 

 

In the final term of the year in which a pupil reaches age five, and no later than  

30 June in that term, the EYFS Profile must be completed for each child. Each pupil’s level of 

development must be assessed against the Early Learning Goals. Practitioners must indicate 

whether children are meeting expected levels of development, or if they are not yet reaching 

expected levels (‘emerging’). This is the EYFS Profile. All pupils in Early Years will receive an end of 

year report.  

 

Parents will receive daily electronic communication about their child’s day in school. Parent’s will 

have the facility to contact their child’s class teacher via email. Parents will have two opportunities 

to meet formally with the class staff, one in the autumn term and one in the spring term. The 

autumn term meeting focuses on the personal, social and emotional development of the children 

and how well they are settling into the Early Years and wider school community. The spring term 



meeting allows the teacher to talk about the on-going progress of the child. Parents will also be 

invited into school during the summer term to meet their child’s new teacher, in readiness for 

moving to the next class group in September. 

 

Monitoring and Evaluating of Progress  

Monitoring will be carried out by the following:  

• Classroom observations- ‘Remark on the Remarkable’ board 

• Pupils Evidence books  

• SOLAR 

• Discussions with staff  

Evaluation will be achieved by:  

• Progress made against termly IEP targets 

• Progress made towards Annual Review targets 

• Progress and attainment related to Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum  

• Progress against the Early Learning Goals 

Equal Opportunities  

All children have an entitlement to access the EYFS curriculum. All children will have access to 

appropriate resources within the school. These will reflect a multi-cultural society, without 

stereotyping or discrimination. All children will be given the opportunity to participate in all 

activities regardless of gender, race or ability.  

 

Community Links  

Working in partnership with parents/carers and with the wider school community is an essential 

element of the Early Years. We seek to involve parents/carers and keep them informed through our 

regular parents’ evenings, parent engagement activities, sports festivals and workshops.  

 

Opportunities for enhancing the Early Years curriculum by using resources in the local community 

are actively encouraged e.g. Links with local schools and pre-school settings, soft play centres and 

sports centres. 

 

 

 



Transition  

During the summer term, prior to starting Pitcheroak School, the Early Years teacher will have the 

opportunity to meet with pre-school providers in order to exchange information. They may also 

arrange a home visit with the school nurse. Every child is invited to attend Pitcheroak School for the 

transition day held in July. In negotiation with parents/carers, pupils may have a phased 

introduction to school. Pupils will stay in the Early Years classrooms until the end of Year 2.  

 

When it is time for children to move to the next Key Stage, there will be opportunities for staff to 

share information regarding children’s communication passports and their individual needs, to 

ensure a smooth transition from Early Years into Key Stage 2. Children will also have the opportunity 

to participate in a ‘moving up’ afternoon to visit their new classroom and to meet their new staff 

team and peers.  

 


